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Officer Robert Edwards
& K-9 Rico

Preventing Canine-to-Canine Aggression



== congratulates

Officer Robert Edwards
and K-9 Rico on winning
our Team of the Year

| Awvard. Officer Edwards nas

| been a Saint Paul police gifficer

for nine years. -9 Rico s 8 |

swo-and-one-half-year-cid

nale German Shepherd. Both

graduated from the Saint Paul |

Police Basic Canine Handiers

| school in May 2006, The

| following account of an

| outstanding depioyment
was written and submitied by
Mark Ficcadent and

| David Pavlak.
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Pl HARS:

teamwork
under fire

A HANDLER AND K9 DISPLAY COURAGE AND
PERSEVERANCE IN A RUNNING GUN BATTLE.

plascH/feriL 2010



N OCTOBER 10, 2007, ar 1648 hours, Officer
Robert Edwards and his parner, K-9 Rico, were
called to assist narcorics officers in apprehend-
ing a dangerous felon who was wanted for
narcotics trafficking smd weapons violations. During the
hriefing, Officer Edwards and officers from 25 other
jurisdicrions learned that the suspect was deeply involved as
an upper-level narcotics tafficker who was dealing in large
rransactions ol methampheramine and cocaine. The officers
also leamed that search wornants execured ar the suspect’s
b resulted in the recovery not only of
large amaounts of narcorics, bur of firearms
as well,

Murcorics agents briefed officers thar the
suspect wold an informant thar it he were
accosted by Jaw enforcernent be would flee,
fight, or shoot it cur with
the police rather than go
back to prison. The
inferant relared that
the suspect was attempt-
ing o gather enough
cash to flee the country
anul wanted o meet with
himn. 5o efficers devised o
plan to apprehend the
suspect whiile he was
meeting with the
inforrmant.

cverall view of the area -

i

Officers In Pursuit

The informant told officers thar the suspect would arrive at
the Starting Gare Bar in a whire Chevroler pickup truck o
pick bim up. The plan was that Officer Edwards and other
marked squads would then execute a traffic srop and ake
the suspect into custody. Before the maffic stop could be
executed, hewwever, the suspect saw 2 squad car and
attemnpted o evade officers by speeding through the Sibley
Flaza strip mall, which is locared across the street from the

Starting Gare Bar. The mall i a large complex thar has
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th-ﬂ' informant told officers that he would e

meet the suspect at the Starting Gate Bar.
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quad car and attempted to evada officers
1 T T T
by =peeding through the Sible

acrive pedestrian and motor vehicle taffic. The SUEPECL lenathy chase cvenuully enrered the ciry of Minneapalis

sped ou of the serip 1mail, drove westhonnd on Wese Trh and, ar the intersections of Elliar and Minnehabia Parkway,

Streer, and entered Highway 5, leaving the city of Swine the suspect lost control of his rruck arid slimmed into

Paul. Officer Edwards and other officers WETE fIE pLissaic. another vehicle. The suspect then left his g ek and 1led
Acconding to officers, while the suspect was attempling | northbound on foor,

evinde police, the informant was Lrying fo junnp out of the Oiticer Edwards arrived ar the scene ttoments after the

stspect vehicle, which hit speeds of nearly 80 mpl. The collision, and he and K-9 Rico chased the suspect en foor,

CANINE LEGAL UPDATE AND OPINIONS

for Canine Hemdlers, Supervisors, and Administrators:

A One-Day Seminar

Fressnied by Terey Flack, ety - WOULD YOU CH YOUR AGENCY LIKE TO
shenff and conine handler ¢ L HOST A SEMINAR IN 20087

cind suthor of the Conine Legal Update qnd
Waould you like to reduce ¥iour canine umnii's liakifity

Opinions for sunervisors one e nistrorors
L e P trobrne syl : 7 : A
paTsl, noreetcs and control: ne, expl 3, and increase ¥-9 offioor salety? If vou or YOUr agency

P i e TS (1 't Sron 1 IO z i SRR 2 ¥ i E
s IR \’Tl‘ arl '*'T'?""'hu"d & ";;(’" ":1:1 i are inierested in hosting o one-doy seminar in 9008,
18 ST R bt IHGahT Lt riotde i D f nosty : : /
0 gl;‘m"' st ';".":F‘;J SIS nAtiprviGe: o mors _K_j” pleass contact Terry Flack vie e-medl ar kiflecki@an) com
shicmrda  Dreeie Fr sy e i B r = ; e o ARk : :
o eetiss braised for redui PG o by telephone ot S30/545.2555, Lewgistics and costs 4wl

and increasing K-8 officer scdety, this seminar has baen

3 . : 3 Be provided oo recjuest
upnated and is now avalable fop o i -

The one-day course addresses the following issues: CTHER FLECK TACTICAL SEMINARS
AV I JEST:

* Conine deployment issuss » Extensive oase Jaw on ; f‘EﬁBLE D -

.7 v cazine applications * Delensive Taclics for X.9 Tears

* Canins Fning * Tactical Hondgun and Ursan Rifie Technirues
& R g g
ler compensction * Vicarcus Gability ismues 101 K ? Teﬁn"" o s ’
legles * Moreobes and contraiond * Taetion! Hign Risk K-9 Team Tracking
* Accidante] bitos comine coss low * High-Fisk Vehiels Siops and
- Y 5 5 4 Ept o | 2 . A 1
* Lonitiss osa leasdethed * Frlosives canme case low i !lg.'h-F‘iL*".u{ Ve'_.h__-c]e Azsenills
ey el * Tracking covine coss law Using a K-8 Team
* Chermical Muniticns Deployment

onres wil address the legal s

_ es ol DN Lusige, with o K-8 Teom
coming tactivs, and the preverticn ¢

hiz.
i Most agencies meake thousands of dollars

profit from the seminen,

at k9fleckeaol.com or call 530/545-2855

If you'd like to host o seminay in 2008, please contact Terry Fleck
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~ teamwork under fire

Rico was still on lead, becayse Officer |
Edwards could nor ver safely releqie

him, The SUSPECE ran north, then easy
down an alleyway with Officer |
Edwards and Rico in close pursyir,
After issying multiple wamings, whick
the suspect failed 1o heed, Officer
Edwards released k.9 Rice 1
apprehend che suspect,

s K9 Rico was in prursui, the
TUONING suspect wrmed and pointed 4
black handeun ar him, Officer Edwards
drew his firearm ang ardered the sy
rect o drop his weapon. The suspecr
failed to comply and continued .
ing He again raised his firearm (larey
identified as a [oaded | li-Poine, semj.-
automatic Bmm pistal with luser
sights} und redivected his atm from

K-9 Bico Officer Edwands.

The Takedown
Othicer Edwearnds maintained pursyir and
fired his handoun ar the suspect, The
SUPeCt continued funning and apain
turnied with weapon in band, pointing
it at Officer Fdwards, The officer again
fived ar the suspect, hitning him repEaL-
edle As the eunshers ware being fired.
K-8 Rico apprehended the suspect by
grabbing Bold of his right arm and
taking him to the gronund. K9 Ricq
stayed commritted 1o the apprehension
and engaged the SUspect in a ground
fight as Officer Edwards sougly
concealment hehind 4 hedgerow
Assess Rico's actions,

Otticer Edwards saw that K-9 Ricy
bad the suspect on the ground and
that the suspect had dropped his piseol
during the apprehension. Ko9 Rjeq
held the strugeling suspect firmly o
the aroung, allowing Officer Edwards
wapproach. The officer thery caori-
nated backup officers r i location
and, when they artived, the suspecy
was handeufed and K0 Rico was
removed from the apprehension,

When the SUSPECT wats searched,
officers found 4 seeond loaded
handsun (a Kel-Tee 380 caliber sem;.
Atemaric) in his jacker pocket, and
methampheraming was f, wmned i the
sUSpeCts oyl
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“Tahoe Set up
¥ Locking doors/drawers for YOUr gear

* Al tig-welded Gonstrction * Slide wut Acn.skig lowar fray
* MLXAND MATCH crate and gear boxes * Leash hooks

® Stanless sloel water blcked

FRONT AND REAR DOORS & ROOF VENTS ALSD AVAILABLE

Www.kustomkrates.com S12-272-965]

K3 Pro Wear

Www.kSprowear.com
Professional Wear for Dogs with Jobs

Protection » Identification e Professiona] Image « PUBL|C SAFETY
BEFoRE

Visit us at the

HITS

Seminar in Denver, Co
May 28-31, 2008

Our ‘second skin’
uniforms protect
& working dogs from;
| - scratches, scrapes,
and cuts to itz
body areas;
effects of extrame
hot, cold, and dry
weather;
Curious Spectators;
bite liability claims.

lower maintenance costs
liminate mistaken identity
minimize distraction from pests
improve public perception
visibility in al conditions

Protect
Your K9
Investment._.
Call us today

Cnntact@KQPmWear.cnm 338!331-5955
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Sit Mleans s Sit

www.SitMeansSit.com
Revolutionizing the

World of Dog Training

Fred Hassen, crealor

Ultimate Response
Alver K9 T\ix_x‘- vt secured from the
apprelension, he was [ to leave
cuffored a eunshat wound o his right
paw and foreleg. Officer Echwards rushed
Rico 1o the University of Minnesota
Veterinary Hospival for emergency
seanment. At the hospital, the veren-
waian discovered that a buller had
traveled through the bormom
of K29 Rico's paw and up his
right foreleg, almest com-

pletely severing his upper
| pad. K4 Rico rerumed to
service o December 12,
1007, after 10 weeks of
convalescence,

Officer Buwards and K4
Rico displaved the uliimate

| wart 1o thank vou for all your helo,
The training you provided a monin ago,
as wall as this week, has been jnvaluabie
Al he K-9 Officars at the seminar wWere
extrernely happy with the resllts ’ 3 ; :
they recaived. actions of any police service
Jow team: engaging an
— Lieutenant Tom Conroy,
entd claca ovrall,
anoE USPCA Natl, Champmanshigs
weerall
SRCA Matl Championships

armed suspect ina running
gunfight while K- Rico

MEIDNSIES.

s i=5 T

Contact
Fred Hassen, Sgt. Jerry Turning,
Dave Skoletsky at

www.sitmeanssit.com
for a seminar -

fipomeos

teamwork under fire

the suspect ran &mm an al!.epmy m.t-.h
] .' TT

T RS

Jrew the suspect’s attention an
distracred hirn from liring on Olficer
Edwards. Rice !II‘-'|:‘|<I.Hx|. incredible
fcus, apprehending and disarming o th
suspeet while under fire and enduring @

gunshot weonmel during the apprehen-
siom while maintaining conteol of the
fugitive, ultimanely saving Officer

Fdwards' life. m

A 3

-9 Rico returned to sexrvice on December 12, 2007.
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